
Linda's Reversible Bag 

Finished size – approx. 16” x 16” 

NOTE: You will be making two separate bags, and then attaching them together to make the 
bag reversible. For each of the two bags, you will need: 

18  5" charm squares 

1/2 yard coordinating fabric 

You will also need one 18" x 36" piece of Warm and Natural batting, and either fabric to make 
handles, or a set of purchased purse/bag handles. 

Follow the instructions to make the first bag; then repeat to make the second bag. 

STEP 1: Making the triangle blocks 

1. Select 2 charm squares. On the back of one square, draw a line diagonally from corner to 
corner. Place the 2 charm squares right sides facing (RSF). Sew 1/4” on each side of the drawn 
line. Cut on the drawn line, creating 2 half-square triangles (HST). Press open. Repeat 8 more 
times, making a total of 18 HSTs. 

2. Select 2 of the HSTs, and place them together RSF, with the seams going the same 
direction. Place them so the seams nest together. As before, draw a diagonal line on the back of 
one HST, sew 1/4" on each side of the line, and cut in half on the drawn line, creating 2 
quarter-square triangles (QST). Press open. Repeat 8 more times, making a total of 18 QSTs. 

3. Square up each QST to a 4” square, measuring 2” from the center to each side, and trimming 
on each of the 4 sides. 

4. Divide the QST into two sets of 9 blocks each. Set one set aside, and work with the other set. 
Lay the 9 QST blocks out in 3 vertical rows of 3 blocks each (rows #1, #2, and #3, vertically). 

STEP 2: Adding coordinating fabric and sewing the sides 

5. Cut the coordinating fabric as follows: 

Cut 4 strips 2-1/4” x width of fabric (WOF). Sub-cut 2 of the strips into 4" segments. You 
will need a total of 12 segments 2-1/4” x 4”. Save the other 2 long strips for sashing. 

        Cut 2 strips 3-1/2” x WOF, for sides and bottom of bag. 

6. Sew a 2-1/4” x 4" segment to the bottom of the first two blocks in each vertical row. Press toward 
the segments. Join the blocks vertically, so you end up with three vertical rows with a 2-1/4” x 4” 
segment between blocks 1 and 2, and between blocks 2 and 3, in each row. 

7. Cut 2-1/4” sashing strips the same length as your vertical rows. Join row #1 to row #2 with a 2-1/4” 
sashing strip between the rows. Repeat to join row #2 to row #3. 



8. Retrieve the other set of 9 QST blocks. Repeat steps 6 and 7, above. You now have the 2 main 
panels that will form the body of your bag. (Note that these two panels should each be the same 
size, and square. Depending on your personal 1/4” seam allowance, these panels will be 
approximately 15” square.) 

STEP 3: Forming into a bag 

9. Cut the 3-1/2” strips into 4 pieces that are the same length and width as your 9-block panels 
(approx. 15”). Sew a 3-1/2” strip on one side of one 9-block panel, RSF. Press toward the 3-1/2” 
strip. Then join the other 9-block panel, RSF, to the other side of the 3-1/2” strip. Press toward the 
strip.  

10. Repeat step 9 to join a 3-1/2” side strip to the other side of the 9-block panels. You now have a 
circular piece with 2 sides and 2 ends 

11. To form the bottom of the bag, sew a 3-1/2” strip to the bottom sides of the 9-block panels. Then 
sew each end to the bottom strip RSF.  

STEP 4: Making the second bag 

Repeat Steps 1-11, above, to make a second bag. 

STEP 5: Finishing the reversible bag 

12. Fold your 18” x 36-1/2” piece of batting in half, matching the 18” ends. Sew the 2 sides together 
with a 1/4” seam, leaving the top open. 

13. Turn one bag wrong side out. Place the other bag (the one that’s still right side out) inside the 
bag that’s wrong side out, so the two bags are now RSF. Then fit the bags inside the batting. Pin all 
three pieces together at the top. Sew around the top, leaving a 6” opening.  

14. Pull the bags right-side-out through the 6" opening. Press. 

15. Sew the 6" opening closed by hand or machine. Optional: Top stitch around the top of the bag. 

16. Quilt as desired. (I used free-motion, using my machine’s free-arm.) 

17. Optional: Embellish the bag as desired. 

18. Add handles of your choice.  

 

 

  


